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Background 

National strategy towards decarbonisation of the transport sector 

Introduction  

The Swedish Government works towards reducing the impact of transport on the climate and has formulated 
ambitious vision in this regard, namely that Sweden shall become one of the world’s first fossil-free welfare 
countries. To achieve this, all actors in society must work actively to reduce emissions. This is why the Swedish 
Government, through various initiatives, are promoting investments and research in areas such as renewable 
energy and fossil-free transport. To break fossil-fuel dependence and reduce emissions, a transition of the 
transport sector is both necessary and possible. This requires a society where transport is used in a more 
efficient way, including transferring freight from roads to railways and shipping. 

What is the Government doing to achieve fossil-free transport? 

The Government has committed to several initiatives in the transport sector, some examples are financial 
support to local climate initiatives, agreements to co-finance local and regional public transport projects and 
carbon dioxide tax that continues the move towards renewable energy. The Government has raised taxes on 
petrol and diesel and introduced a tax exemption for biofuels, and hydrogenated vegetable oils (HVO). 
Through another governmental initiative, "Eco-bonus” (50 million SEK per year), measures will be taken to 
transfer goods transport from roads to railways and shipping.  

Collaboration within “Fossil Free Sweden” 

The Swedish Government has launched the Fossil Free Sweden initiative, where various actors are given the 
chance to highlight how, through their activities, they help solve climate problems and achieve the goal of a 
fossil-free society. The starting point is that ambitions in the area of climate policy can go hand in hand with 
the development of a dynamic business sector.  

The Swedish Government has also appointed a group 'The green transition', that will analyze the most central 
building blocks of a green transition, such as policy levers and long-term rules for sustainable production and 
consumption, green investments, and regional and local change processes for sustainability.  

Swedish shipping industry 

The Swedish shipping industry has also been working actively with decarbonisation of the fleet. A target has 
been formulated by the industry association to move towards zero-carbon shipping by 2050. A number of 
initiatives and measures have been implemented by Swedish shipping companies to achieve this target. 
Vessels running on methanol, LNG and batteries could be mentioned as examples of innovative green 
projects. Sustainability and innovation are key aspects in the long-term development for many ship owners. 
This pro-active approach in Sweden is driven by an effective partnership of responsible shipping companies 

http://www.government.se/government-policy/fossil-free-sweden/
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and cooperation with various stakeholders. An example of such cooperation is “Zero Vision Tool”, a platform 
for cooperation between shipping industry, government and academia. Many innovative projects were 
implemented within this platform and the results have been shared with relevant stakeholders in Sweden 
and with countries around the Baltic Sea. Such proactive approach could serve as an illustration of possible 
actions in support to the initial greenhouse gas strategy adopted by the IMO, according to which greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions from the global shipping sector should be reduced by at least 50% by 2050, compared 
to 2008.  

A recent report from the International Transport Forum and OECD names Sweden as a leading country in the 
effort to decarbonise maritime transport and as one of the pioneers in sustainable shipping not least by 
adopting new generations of clean technologies. At the same time, the report points out that in a global 
context the impact is fairly modest and some of these good practices should be up-scaled globally. The report 
also mentions that decarbonisation of maritime transport is still at an early stage in Sweden and there are 
still challenges that should be solved. The major challenge for the sector to achieve its goal of zero-carbon 
shipping by 2050 is how to upscale current initiatives and obtain more finance and policy support, both 
nationally and globally.   

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information contained in this document.  

 


